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Chikka Deva Raja Wadiyar. Both these men were
vigorous rulers, both gained territory, and both built
numerous tanks, water-channels, temples and agrakaras
round Mysore.

Their successors were, in the main, feeble men,
dominated by dewans or delavayas, who absorbed more
and more authority and power until, in 1761, Haidar AH
became from chief minister the virtual ruler of the State;
his rule was continued by his son, Tipu Sultan, until he
fell at the capture of Seringapatam by the British in
1799. The five-year-old representative of the Mysore
House was then installed on the throne of his ancestors.

He was an extremely delicate child, whose early days
were spent in abject poverty and daily fear of murder ;
poor training for the responsibilities of the great position
he was called upon to fill. A man of amiable qualities
and liberal views, a sportsman and a great gentleman, he
was ill-served by his later ministers and courtiers, and
his extreme generosity and expensive tastes brought him
and his kingdom to such dire straits that, in 1831, a British
Commission was appointed to administer the State.

Maharaja Krishna Raja Wadiyar III died in 1868, and
was succeeded by his adopted son, Sir Sri Chamrajendra
Wadiyar X, to whom the State was restored at the
Rendition of 1881, His early death, in 1894, after a
reign of 14 years, was deeply regretted. 'Of him/ said
Sir Evan Maconochie, * all agree as to his goodness, the
charm of his personality, and his command of the affec-
tions of all classes of men. His ministers were selected
with wisdom, and the reputation of the State leapt at once
to the pre-eminence that it still holds as a model of
enlightened and progressive administration/1
1 Life in the Indian Civil Service^ p. 151.